[Current status of gallstone surgery in Germany. Results of a survey and retrospective analysis of 27,403 interventions--open vs. laparoscopic surgery].
Based on a representative poll, which included a retrospective data analysis, the current surgical approach to gallstone disease in Germany is presented. A total of 25,955 procedures in 1991 is analysed. 24.9% of all cholecystectomies were done laparoscopically. In 1992, already 81.4% of all surgeons reported own experiences with this new technique. Comparing open procedures with laparoscopic cholecystectomy the latter showed a lower incidence of complications (6.8 vs 8.7%) and perioperative death (0.14 vs. 0.43%). In contrast, relaparotomies were more frequent in the laparoscopy group (1.48 vs. 0.84%). The diagnostic and therapeutic approach for common bile duct stones is currently changing. There is a tendency towards less invasive endoscopic and laparoscopic procedures and towards their combination, respectively.